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Brief Backgrounder 
 

Patricia D. White is Dean of the University of Miami School of Law and has been called the 
most influential woman in legal education in the United States, a transformative and a 
visionary. 
 
Her legal career spans four decades as an attorney and an educator. She was the first woman 
law school dean in Arizona and the longest serving one in the history of Arizona State 
University's Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law. Since taking over as Miami Law's 11th 
dean in 2009, White has established the Law Without Walls program, which links students and 
faculty from 23 academic institutions around the world to examine issues and develop new 
solutions in legal education and practice; and Legal Corps, a novel fellowship program that 
places new law school graduates in nonprofit and public sector organizations across the 
nation, and the globe. 
 
The National Jurist Magazine has named Dean White as one of the most influential people in 
legal education in 2015 and 2014, and in 2013 she was the top woman on the list. 
 
During her career, Dean White has worked in the areas of tax law, the legal profession, torts, 
bioethics, philosophy of law, and trusts and estates. She earned her B.A., M.A., and J.D. 
degrees at the University of Michigan and has been widely published in prominent law journals 
in the areas of tax law, bioethics, philosophy of law, legal education, and torts. 


