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Question? 
 

Would this be a GREAT subject for the University economists, thought leaders, 
financial service professionals, and entrepreneurs to address, over a Zoom panel 
discussion during April - Financial Literacy Month???? 
 
Possible Title: 
 
Does the terrible Ukraine-Russian Invasion give Africa a GREAT Opportunity to Assist Europe / 
the World?  While Building Worldwide Goodwill, Awareness and Jobs and Revenues?  And 
Become Known as an Advanced Problem Solver??? 
 
   

 Could this be a GREAT economic opportunity 
for African's oil rich countries to assist 
Europe and the world, with the Russian oil 
issues, while building worldwide goodwill, 
awareness and jobs and revenues? 
 

The continent of Africa was responsible for 327.3 
million metric tons, netting it fifth place worldwide after 
the Middle East, North America, CIS and the Asia 
Pacific region including China. 
 
 

 Can Africa help replace the troubled / lost 
grain food supply? Russia and Ukraine 
together produce nearly a quarter of the 
world’s wheat, and coming disruptions could 
fuel higher food prices and social unrest. 
 

“Sub-Saharan Africa has extensive areas of land that 
are suitable for profitably producing wheat under rain-
fed conditions,” according to the study by the non-
profit International Maize and Wheat Improvement 
Center. 
 

 Can African technologist help 
protect/fix/fortify the global tech - 
communications, digital payments, financial 
inclusion, the personal and business power 
grid? 
 
 

Africa has many super smart minds and 
technologists; does this international event give these 
Africans and other great minds the platform to be 
recognized and included within a global brain trust. 
And, in our opinion this needs to be expanded in all 
directions, and with ALL people - nationalities, so the 
brainpower is not concentrated within a few. The 
same is true for healthcare. The more we can 
collaborate the swifter we can solve so many of our 
challenges!!! And everyone can advance and enjoy a 
high-quality life. 
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Below is an outline of a communication we had recently with our Ghana, Tanzanian and Zimbabwe colleagues; 
note the following is focused on Africa, but can easily be looked at from a Nigeria and other African countries 
perspective.  
 
Please review and let us know your thoughts? Thank YOU. 
 
Would this be a powerful thought-provoking Zoom panel presentation for your organization, or university? 
 
Below is a link to the Ted talk I heard recently from a History Academic, this includes some important background 
materials that can help us better understand the situation in Ukraine. 
 
The war in Ukraine could change everything; by Yuval Noah Harari 
Concerned about the war Ukraine? You're not alone. Historian Yuval Noah Harari provides important context on the 
Russian invasion, including Ukraine's long history of resistance, the specter of nuclear war and his view of why, 
even if Putin wins all the military battles, he's already lost the war. (This conversation, hosted by TED global curator 
Bruno Giussani, was part of a TED Membership event on March 1, 2022. Visit ted.com/membership to become a 
TED Member.) 
https://www.ted.com/talks/yuval_noah_harari_the_war_in_ukraine_could_change_everything 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.statista.com/chart/26878/african-countries-with-the-highest-oil-production-volume/?utm_source=Statista+Newsletters&utm_campaign=c5c5c6f3f9-
All_InfographTicker_daily_COM_PM_KW08_2022_Mo_COPY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_662f7ed75e-c5c5c6f3f9-338756578 

 

The continent of Africa was 
responsible for 327.3 million 
metric tons, netting it fifth place 
worldwide after the Middle East, 
North America, CIS and the Asia 
Pacific region including China.  

https://www.ted.com/talks/yuval_noah_harari_the_war_in_ukraine_could_change_everything
https://www.statista.com/chart/26878/african-countries-with-the-highest-oil-production-volume/?utm_source=Statista+Newsletters&utm_campaign=c5c5c6f3f9-All_InfographTicker_daily_COM_PM_KW08_2022_Mo_COPY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_662f7ed75e-c5c5c6f3f9-338756578
https://www.statista.com/chart/26878/african-countries-with-the-highest-oil-production-volume/?utm_source=Statista+Newsletters&utm_campaign=c5c5c6f3f9-All_InfographTicker_daily_COM_PM_KW08_2022_Mo_COPY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_662f7ed75e-c5c5c6f3f9-338756578
https://www.statista.com/chart/26878/african-countries-with-the-highest-oil-production-volume/?utm_source=Statista+Newsletters&utm_campaign=c5c5c6f3f9-All_InfographTicker_daily_COM_PM_KW08_2022_Mo_COPY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_662f7ed75e-c5c5c6f3f9-338756578
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Key Points & Questions   
 

 
Could this be a GREAT economic opportunity for African's oil rich countries to assist Europe and the world, with the 
Russian oil issues, while building worldwide goodwill, awareness and jobs and revenues? 
 

1. Would this be a good subject for the University economists, thought leaders, financial service professionals, 
and entrepreneurs to address, over a Zoom panel discussion during April - Financial Literacy 
Month????🤔🤔🤔🤔🤔🤔 

 
 
Maybe something from other African Universities?  Maybe a joint panel Zoom discussion with some of the various 
The Improving Financial Awareness & Financial Literacy Research Centers???? 
 

1.    University of Ghana - Ghana 
2.    Lagos Business School – SIDFS Platform - Nigeria 
3.    Mzumbe University - Tanzania 
4.    Makerere University - Uganda 
5.    University of Nairobi – Kenya 
6.    Methodist College University – Ghana 
7.    Catholic University College - Ghana 
8.  India? 
9.  Brazil? 

  
Maybe some USA Universities as well??? 
  

10.    USC - University of Southern California 
11.    University of Missouri - St. Louis 
12.   The University of Arizona 
13.    etc??? 

 
 
 
********************************************************** 
 
 
 
Also, 
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Can Africa help replace the troubled / lost grain food supply? Russia and Ukraine together produce nearly a quarter 
of the world’s wheat, and coming disruptions could fuel higher food prices and social unrest. 
 

2. What does the Russia-Ukraine conflict do to the world’s food supply and vulnerability? 
 
Ukraine Invasion Threatens Global Wheat Supply - Russia and Ukraine together produce nearly a quarter of the 
world’s wheat, and coming disruptions could fuel higher food prices and social unrest. 
 
https://www.reuters.com/business/russia-ukraine-conflict-highlights-wheat-supply-vulnerability-2022-03-03/ 
 
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/02/revisiting-ukraine-russia-and-agricultural-commodity-markets.html 
 
“Sub-Saharan Africa has extensive areas of land that are suitable for profitably producing wheat under rain-fed 
conditions,” according to the study by the non-profit International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center. 
 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-africa/africa-can-easily-grow-wheat-to-ease-hunger-price-shocks-study-idUSBRE89800520121009  
 

3. Where are grains grown in Africa? 
Also known as iburura and acha, the ancient grain native to West Africa and often considered the continent's oldest 
cultivated cereal, has long been enjoyed in the mountainous regions of Burkina Faso, Guinea, Senegal, Mali and 
Nigeria.Apr 23, 2021 
 

4. What you need to know about this West African grain 
https://www.today.com/food/fonio-what-you-need-know-about-west-african-grain-t216073 
 
https://elements.visualcapitalist.com/visualizing-ukraines-top-trading-partners-and-products/ 
 
********************************************************** 
 

5. How will this war and the actions of countries affect global tech - communications, digital payments, 
financial inclusion, the personal and business power grid? 

 
https://time.com/6153902/russia-major-cyber-attacks-invasion-ukraine/  
 

   
Can African technologist help protect/fix/fortify the global tech - communications, digital 
payments, financial inclusion, the personal and business power grid? 
 

https://www.reuters.com/business/russia-ukraine-conflict-highlights-wheat-supply-vulnerability-2022-03-03/
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2022/02/revisiting-ukraine-russia-and-agricultural-commodity-markets.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-africa/africa-can-easily-grow-wheat-to-ease-hunger-price-shocks-study-idUSBRE89800520121009
https://www.today.com/food/fonio-what-you-need-know-about-west-african-grain-t216073
https://elements.visualcapitalist.com/visualizing-ukraines-top-trading-partners-and-products/
https://time.com/6153902/russia-major-cyber-attacks-invasion-ukraine/
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Africa has many super smart minds and technologists; does this international event give these Africans and other 
great minds the platform to be recognized and included within a global brain trust. And, in our opinion this needs to 
be expanded in all directions and not concentrated within a few. The same is true for healthcare. The more we can 
collaborate the swifter we can solve so many of our challenges!!! And everyone can advance and enjoy a high-
quality life. 
 
https://www.brookings.edu/techstream/the-promises-and-perils-of-africas-digital-revolution/  
 
********************************************************** 
 
Does the terrible Ukraine-Russian Invasion give Africa a GREAT Opportunity to Assist Europe / 
the World?  While Building Worldwide Goodwill, Awareness and Jobs and Revenues?  And 
Become Known as an Advanced Problem Solver??? 
 
   

 Could this be a GREAT economic opportunity 
for African's oil rich countries to assist 
Europe and the world, with the Russian oil 
issues, while building worldwide goodwill, 
awareness and jobs and revenues? 
 

The continent of Africa was responsible for 327.3 
million metric tons, netting it fifth place worldwide after 
the Middle East, North America, CIS and the Asia 
Pacific region including China. 
 
 

 Can Africa help replace the troubled / lost 
grain food supply? Russia and Ukraine 
together produce nearly a quarter of the 
world’s wheat, and coming disruptions could 
fuel higher food prices and social unrest. 
 

“Sub-Saharan Africa has extensive areas of land that 
are suitable for profitably producing wheat under rain-
fed conditions,” according to the study by the non-
profit International Maize and Wheat Improvement 
Center. 
 

 Can African technologist help 
protect/fix/fortify the global tech - 
communications, digital payments, financial 
inclusion, the personal and business power 
grid? 
 
 

Africa has many super smart minds and 
technologists; does this international event give these 
Africans and other great minds the platform to be 
recognized and included within a global brain trust. 
And, in our opinion this needs to be expanded in all 
directions, and with ALL people - nationalities, so the 
brainpower is not concentrated within a few. The 
same is true for healthcare. The more we can 
collaborate the swifter we can solve so many of our 
challenges!!! And everyone can advance and enjoy a 
high-quality life. 
 

 

What are your thoughts? 
 
Can you help circulate this into your circle of ‘thought-leader’ and see what they 
have to say? 

https://www.brookings.edu/techstream/the-promises-and-perils-of-africas-digital-revolution/
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Should you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate in contacting us. Have a nice day 
and look forward to speaking with you soon.  
 
Thanks again for your consideration and all you do.  
 
Stay safe and healthy – there’s lots of work to do and fun to be had!!!!!  
 
Wishing you all the very best,  
  

Valentino 
  
Valentino Sabuco, Executive Director 
  
The Financial Awareness Foundation 
A 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Dedicated to Significantly 
“Improving financial awareness & financial literacy…” 
  
v.sabuco@TheFinancialAwarenessFoundation.org 
Office 707.586.8620  |  Direct 707.322.1597   
959 Golf Course Drive, #273, Rohnert Park, Sonoma County, CA, USA  94928 
Skype User Name:  Valentino-TFAF 
WhatsAPP - +1 707 322 1597 
www.TheFinancialAwarenessFoundation.org 
   
 
NOW is the TIME for some CREATIVE THINKING & PROBLEM-SOLVING 
 
Join The Improving Financial Awareness & Financial Literacy Movement & Help Make a World of 
Difference 
 
 
Help Us Do More with a Generous Contribution of Time, 
Resources & Capital. Thanks for YOUR Consideration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(See following pages for additional Background Information) 

mailto:v.sabuco@TheFinancialAwarenessFoundation.org
http://www.thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org/
https://www.home.thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org/pdf/TFAF-Creative-CriticalThinkingIsNeededNow.pdf
https://home.thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org/pdf/TheMovementWorldWide.pdf
https://home.thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org/pdf/TheMovementWorldWide.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhome.thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org%2Fdonate.html&data=04%7C01%7Cpewong%40visa.com%7C8cbe66ccfb0547b7307408d9e78b8a45%7C38305e12e15d4ee888b9c4db1c477d76%7C0%7C0%7C637795410814665660%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=M2pcFx0h8Wf8L8Vp7Rq9ZaaDpUljTvPNYbIgtSJQtNM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhome.thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org%2Fdonate.html&data=04%7C01%7Cpewong%40visa.com%7C8cbe66ccfb0547b7307408d9e78b8a45%7C38305e12e15d4ee888b9c4db1c477d76%7C0%7C0%7C637795410814665660%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=M2pcFx0h8Wf8L8Vp7Rq9ZaaDpUljTvPNYbIgtSJQtNM%3D&reserved=0
https://home.thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org/donate.html
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The Financial Awareness Foundation (TFAF) 
 

TFAF is a 501(c)(3) USA based nonprofit organization. Its mission is to significantly help 
solve a major social challenge dealing with the lack of financial awareness along with the 
financial illiteracy epidemic. They believe that teaching financial awareness, financial literacy and the essential principles to 
smart money management are so very important. This provides people the tools of empowerment for making lifelong informed 
money decisions, giving them the best probability of living a quality life without outliving their wealth; and for passing on 
personal values, knowledge & assets to future generations to make their lives & this world a better place.  

TFAF has two main focal points and they revolve around: 

• Taking an active leadership role to recognize organizations and their management that are championing improving 
financial awareness and financial literacy. Unite them with other associations, organizations, nonprofits, educational 
institutions, municipalities, employers and the news media to actively focus their vast community resources into The 
Improving Financial Awareness & Financial Literacy Movement around a growing concentrated personal finance 
content media blitz every six months through the strategic campaign venues celebrated as April being known as 
Financial Literacy Month and six months later October being known as Estate & Gift Planning Awareness Month. 

The plan is to touch the majority of the general public, high net worth individuals, financial service and nonprofit professionals 
and their organizations at least twice a year through these strategic venues, with educational and motivating reminders to get 
and keep their financial house in order with current financial, estate, and gift plans. 

The Movement began in the USA over a decade ago; global financial literacy initiatives are increasing; we are contacted 
regularly for assistance, content, and ideas from around the world. In 2018 we began The Improving Financial Awareness & 
Financial Literacy Movement in several East African Countries. This will touch ~ 150 million people; modeled after our work in 
the US. In 2020 we began Movements in Ghana, Brazil, and India. We now have The Movement is developing within 7 
countries and 4 continents. We also have initiated development activities and discussions for The International Improving 
Financial Awareness and Financial Literacy Research Centers within 12 Universities, (and growing) domestically and 
internationally. They are planning on taking leadership roles within the countries and community’s improving financial 
awareness and financial literacy activities.  

http://www.thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org/pdf/TheMovementWorldWide.pdf  

• Delivers and develops exceptional educational content and programs 
for We The People - the general public – rich to poor; and for financial 
service, nonprofit, and charitable gift planning professionals, and 
educational institutions that support the public’s financial and estate and 
gift planning and charitable planning needs. 

Organizations and individuals are never required to financially support TFAF in 
any way. They do not pay any marketing or membership fee, or make a 
contribution in order to participate in The Improving Financial Awareness & 
Financial Literacy Movement, campaigns and programs. TFAF also develops 
and distribute high quality materials at ‘NO Cost’ used for nonprofit educational 
purposes. But as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, financial support and 
contributions are always welcomed and very much appreciated.  

Valentino Sabuco is the Executive Director, and you can learn more about TFAF, The Movement, and becoming an 
Ambassador, Strategic Partner, Mentor, Volunteer, or Supporter at www.thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org/ 

We believe having better personal finance knowledge changes your world and the world around you… 
FOREVER! 

http://www.thefinancialawarenessfoundation.org/pdf/TheMovementWorldWide.pdf
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